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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § L56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and thatthe- 
references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. 

This information is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. No certification or fee is required. 

I hereby certify that U.S. Patent No. 6,256,529 contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement and marked with "**" was cited in a communication fi*om a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign appUcation not more than three months prior to the fiUng of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). A copy of the PCT Search Report is attached for 
the Examiner's convenience. 

Copies of the references, with the exception of those marked with an and enclosed 
herewith, were cited by or submitted to the Office in Patent Application No. 09/587,624, filed 



Application No. 10/010,968 



June 5, 2000, and 09/587,642, filed Jiine 5, 2000, which are relied upon for an earlier filing date 
under 35 U.S.C. § 120, Thus, copies of these references are not attached. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 



Respectfully submitted, 




Brad Pedersen 
Registration No. 32,432 

Customer No. 24113 

Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, P.A. 

4800 IDS Center 

80 South 8th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 

Telephone: (612) 349-5774 

Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 16-0631. 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this document is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant CoiTmiissiorie^iQL£ay'nts»jA^ ashiQgl;on, D.C. 2023 1 on 



